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In   the   mean   time,  Colonel  Gardner being
joined by the men from Hapur,  on  the 22nd
of   March,   again   out-generaled   the   Goorkha
commander, and established himself in his rear,
and   even    within    sight    of   Almora.      The
same   night   that   the  reinforcement  joined,  a
strong detachment under  Mohun  Singh, a na-
tive commandant of known courage and steadi-
ness, was sent, by a circuitous route through the
valleys to the right, to seize the southernmost
point   of a  ridge  immediately facing Almora,
where was a temple called Sheeo-ka Devee.    On
the morning of the 23d, in order to draw off the
enemy's attention from this operation, a demon-
stration was made  of  attacking Koompoor in
front.    The  movement was  thus  so well con-
certed, that it was not till twelve o'clock in the
day that the Goorkhas made the discovery of its
object, by seeing the Rohillas taking up their
position at the temple behind them.    The Lieu*
tenant-colonel, satisfied at the success of the ope-
ration, waited till the following day to see its
effect on the enemy.   Early in the morning he
advanced with the intention of attacking, or at
least turning, the left flank' of the Koompoor po-
sition, in order to follow to Sheeo-ka Devee.   The
Goorkhas, however, moved at the same time; and
setting fire to their stockade, hastened by Reonee
to Kutarmul, two points on the same ridge with